
Phonics and Reading Information Evening



The Power of Reading 

• Creating a love of reading in children is one of 

• the most powerful ways of improving 

• academic standards in school.  

• Enabling children to become truly independent 

• readers improves chances in school and in the 

• wider world. 



What is Phonics?
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CI&feature=em
b_logo
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A phoneme you hear (44 
sounds)

A grapheme you see

A word always has the same number of 
phonemes and graphemes!

The Jargon – A Quick Guide



A digraph is two letters representing one phoneme Eg- 
ch.  

A split digraph – is two letters representing one 
phoneme but the letters are separated by another. Eg- 
a-e in same. 

A trigraph is three letters representing one phoneme. 
Eg- igh, ear. 

The Jargon – A Quick Guide



Segmenting - Breaking a word into its 
constituent sounds in order to spell them, 
e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

Blending is putting together the sounds in 
a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

The Jargon – A Quick Guide



Children are taught reading, phonics and spelling 
throughout the week. Each session follows the same 

format.

The activities used to teach vary and can be adapted.  They 
are multi-sensory and appeal to different learning styles.

We use the Floppy phonics online resource and teaching 
book to help facilitate our phonics teaching and learning 

which is split into the different phases. 



Teach

Revisit and Review

Practise

Apply

Assess

Lesson format



• Successful reading demands both word level reading and the 
ability to comprehend what has been read.

• Neither is sufficient on its own.

• This is formalised in “The Simple View of Reading”

• Reading comprehension is a product of word recognition and 
language comprehension. 

The Simple View of Reading
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The Simple View of Reading



RECEPTION



Phase One Phase one comprises of seven aspects.





Phase Two
   In Phase 2 children begin to learn graphemes  (how we read 
and write sounds down). They practice recognising, reading, 
blending and segmenting these sounds. 

By the end of phase two children should be able 
to read some vc and cvc words.

Children will also learn to read the 
words ‘the, to, go, I and no.’

Five sets of letters are introduced in 
Phase Two.



Phase Two

Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

Phonics: How to pronounce pure sounds | Oxford Owl

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Children are taught phonics daily with 
each session following the same format.

The activities used to teach vary and 
can be adapted.  They are multisensory 
and appeal to different learning styles.



Level 1+: Book 1

Resources

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/28370.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-school-back/floppys-phonics-menu/resources--29?utf8=%E2%9C%93&tab=resources&query=&level%5B%5D=Oxford%20Level%201%2B




Reading with your child can 
mean sharing
books, stories, rhymes, or any 
other writing.
You can:
• Read books together.
• Tell each other stories.
• Chat about the things that you 
have read.
• Talk about pictures in books.
• Share stories even when you 
don’t have a
book in front of you. Why not re-
tell your
favourite stories? 

Children are taught letter sounds in Reception. This involves 
thinking about what sound a word starts with, saying the 
sound out loud and then recognising how that sound is 
represented by a letter.

The aim is for children to be able to see a letter and then say the 
sound it represents out loud. This is called decoding.

We start children off  learning the letters s, a, t, n, i, p first because 
once they know each of those letter sounds, they can then be 
arranged into a variety of different words (for example: sat, tip, pin, 
nip, tan, tin, sip, etc.).

Children then need to go from saying the individual sounds of each 
letter, to being able to blend the sounds and say the whole word. This 
can be a big step for many children and takes time.

While children are learning to say the sounds of letters out loud, they 
will also begin to learn to write these letters (encoding). They will be 
taught where they need to start with each letter and how the letters 
need to be formed in relation to each other. 



Supporting your child 
with reading at home • Read daily for a short session.

• Read the text slowly to your child 
and ask them to follow it with their 
finger.

• Read alternate pages.

• Read a sentence and encourage your 
child decode one of the words each 
time.

• Find words in a sentence and 
decode together.

• Always re-read for fluency.



Children are taught another 25 graphemes.

The final single letter sounds are taught and 
the first digraphs and trigraphs are taught. 

Phase 3



Set 6: j, v, w, x   Set 7: y, z, zz, 
qu 

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, 
th, ng 



Vowel digraphs and trigraphs: 
ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, 
oi, ear, air, ure, er.



YEAR 1



Phase 4 is consolidation of children’s 
knowledge. 

Children also move on to blending and 
segmenting using adjacent consonants, e.g. st, 
sp, tr, br, spr, str in words such as string, blow, 
train.

Phase Four







Children will broaden their knowledge of 
graphemes and phonemes.

They will learn alternative pronunciations of 
graphemes including split digraphs.   

  

.

Phase Five



Phase Five





Split Digraphs



Alternative pronunciations



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/28387.html






Statutory reading check that all year 1 take part 
in during a week in June .

Completed by a child on a 1:1 basis with a 
teacher.  

The check contains 40 words – 20 real and 20 
pseudo words (nonsense words) 

  

.

Phonics Screening Check



Phonics Screening Check



✓By the end of reception children should know at least one way of 
representing each phoneme.

✓By the end of year 1 children should know alternative graphemes and 
different pronunciations of the same grapheme and use these to read and 
spell. 

✓By year 2 children should be applying their phonic knowledge and 
recognising irregularities to spell more complex words taking note of 
spelling patterns.

Pace and Progression



✓By the end of Reception, children should say a sound for each letter of 
the alphabet and know at least 10 digraphs. 

✓By the end of Year 1, children should know alternative graphemes and 
different pronunciations of the same grapheme and use these to read 
and spell. 

Pace and Progression



What can you do to help support your child?

• Read with your child as often as you can. Remember it is important 
to re-read the texts so the children can read them fluently. 

• Use the Floppy phonics online resource to help reinforce your 
child’s phonetic knowledge and application skills. 

• Be a ‘reader leader’ and role model a love of reading around your 
home. 

• Use the sound checker in the children’s reading records to help 
your child with their sounds.

• Make sure that when helping your child you only use pure sounds. 



Thank you for your continued help and support!
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